
Witnessforjesus.com

To me, the most important thing in life one can 
do is to honor the name of Jesus Christ and point 
others to Him.   Jesus himself said, “If I am lifted 
up, I will draw all men to myself.”  He was lifted 
up, onto a cross, there to die for the sins of all men, 
and purchase the means for their salvation.  Today 
He is drawing men and women from all nations, 
from all walks of life, to a life of joy and hope 
through His name.

As He spent His days on earth in the form of 
man, Jesus was continually teaching those around 
Him, not just by His words, but by His deeds and 
manner.  He spoke of the love of God the Father, 
and demonstrated that love by reaching out to the 
diseased, the lonely, the excluded, the privileged 
and the unprivileged.  No one was denied the 
opportunity to experience the love of god.  All were 
welcomed, though not all responded positively.

Nonetheless, He said, “Let the little children come 
to me...Come to me all you who are weary, and I 
will give you rest...The Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 
for many...I have come to call, not the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.”

Was He Mister Nice-guy?

Some of the things Jesus said were difficult for 

people to grasp, and seemed to assault their 
most cherished beliefs.  The ingrained religious 
traditions of the people of Israel were not off-
limits to an aggressive challenge from the humble 
carpenter from Galilee.  In the very bastion of the 
Jewish faith, Jerusalem, Jesus declared, “I am the 
gate for the sheep.  All who came before me are 
thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them.  I am the gate.  Whoever enters by me will 
be saved, and will come in and go out and find 
pasture.  The thief comes only to steal, kill and 
destroy.  I came that they may have life, and have 
it abundantly.”

Aren’t All Religions The Same?

Typically, some will say, “Surely you do not believe 
that Christianity is the only true faith.  There 
are many religions which will say they have the 
truth and point people to God:  The Muslims, the 
Taoists, the Buddhists, the Mormons, the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.  They all teach the same things and are 
like roads leading to the same place.”

Jesus was not that inclusive.  He said, “I am the 
way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  Also, “No one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal Him.”

The Apostle Peter, in witnessing to the crowd at 
Pentecost, declared, “This Jesus is ‘the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders; it has become 
the cornerstone.’  There is salvation in no one else, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among 
me by which we must be saved.”

In this age of “tolerance”, many have problems 
with the exclusive nature of the above statements.  
But Jesus declared, “Enter by the narrow gate, for 
the gate is wide and the way broad and spacious 
which leads to destruction, and many are those 
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who enter it. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard 
that leads to life, and few are those who find it.”  To 
those who have difficulty with the exclusive claim 
of Jesus Christ, we suggest you talk to Him about 
it. If you really are sincere in your search for truth, 
He will help you find it.

“He Is Before All Things”

Consider how highly the Apostle Paul regarded 
Jesus Christ: “He is the image of the invisible 
God, the Firstborn over all creation.  For by him 
all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 
created by him and for him.  He is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together.  And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that 
in everything he might have the supremacy.  For 
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell 
in him, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things,  whether things on earth or things in 
heaven,  by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross.”  (Colossians 1:15-20)

Paul was convinced of Jesus’ divinity and 
exclusive saviorship, and wrote often to establish 
that very faith in the hearts of men.  He affirmed 
this in Philippians 2:8-11: “He humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death — 
even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly 
exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

As it says above, the name of Jesus is above 
every name.  His name is above Buddha, above 
Confucius, above Moses, above Mohammed, 
above Joseph Smith — above every name.  Isn’t it 
interesting that everyone who comes along with 
a “new religion” always seeks to validate himself 

by claiming allegiance with Jesus Christ, and then 
declaring a “new revelation” which supercedes 
what Jesus taught?  In so doing, they all tacitly 
admit that Jesus is above them, and then try to 
supplant Him.  This is the height of dishonesty.  
The honest truth-seeker will be repulsed by such 
deceptive hijacking of the truth and rightly reject 
it.

There is no new revelation.  There is no other way.  
Jesus is THE WAY to God.  There is no equivalency 
between Jesus and all those other paths.  When we 
take a deeper look, we find glaring contradictions.  
Many, such as the Buddhist offshoots, offer a system 
of works, by which a person over many lifetimes 
through reincarnation slowly gets more and more 
spiritual until he is absorbed into universal mind.  
In these systems, man is central, even deity, and 
simply needs to shed his illusions.  Jesus shows us 
a different path.

The Obstacle To Oneness With God

In His holiness and love, God desires fellowship 
with his creatures, just as a loving father desires 
the company of his sons and daughters. For that 
fellowship to transpire, we need to be in a state of 
holiness as He is. The Apostle Peter writes, “But 
be holy in every detail of your lives, as he, whose 
servants you are, is holy; because it has been said 
in the Writings, ‘You are to be holy, for I am holy.’ 
” (1 Peter 1:15,16)

So wherein lies the problem? The problem lies in us, 
with our motivations and our actions, which have 
been tainted and twisted as a result of the sins of 
our forefather, Adam. Paul writes in Romans 5:12, 
“Therefore just as sin came into the world through 
one man, and death came through sin, and death 
spread to all because all have sinned.”  Our sin has 
separated us from God. In Isaiah 59 the prophet 
tells us, “Surely the arm of the LORD is not too 
short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. But your 
iniquities have separated you from your God; your 
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sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will 
not hear. For your hands are stained with blood, 
your fingers with guilt. Your lips have spoken 
lies, and your tongue mutters wicked things.” 
(Isaiah 59:1-3) He goes on: “For our offenses are 
many in your sight, and our sins testify against 
us. Our offenses are ever with us and we honor 
our iniquities: rebellion and treachery against the 
LORD, turning our backs on our God, fomenting 
oppression and revolt, uttering lies our hearts 
have conceived.”  (Isaiah 59:12-13)

Sin? Yes, Sin!

In the first chapter of Romans, the letter written 
by the Apostle Paul, the sinfulness of man is 
delineated in bold relief.  First he establishes 
that men and women have forsaken the natural 
order instituted by God and gone over to perverse 
sexual appetites, which leads them to all sorts of 
idolatrous behavior.  Rejecting the manifest reality 
of God’s existence shown in the created world, 
they corrupt themselves in multiple ways.  The 
result is that “God gave them up to a debased 
mind and to things that should not be done.  They 
were filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, 
covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, craftiness; they are gossips, slanderers, God-
haters, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of 
evil, rebellious towards parents, foolish, faithless, 
heartless, ruthless. They know God’s decree, that 
those who practice such things deserve to die--yet 
they not only do them but even applaud others 
who practice them.” (Romans 1:28-32)

Anyone who is honest and reads the above list 
of sins, (YES, SINS!) has to admit that we all 
have been guilty of some of them.  So what’s the 
problem? The problem is there is a price to pay.  
Continuing in Romans chapter 2, Paul declares “by 
your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up 
wrath for yourself on the Day of wrath, when God’s 
righteous judgment will be revealed.  For he will 

repay according to each one’s deeds; to those who 
by patiently doing good seek for glory and honor 
and immortality, he will give eternal life; while 
for those who are self-seeking and who obey not 
the truth but wickedness, there will be wrath and 
fury.”  (Romans 2:5-8)

In chapter 3 of Romans, verses 9-12, Paul intensifies 
his case against sinful humanity. “..For we have 
already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks 
(Jews and non-Jews), are under the power of sin, as 
it is written: ‘There is no one who is righteous, not 
even one; there is no one who has understanding, 
there is no one who seeks God.  All have turned 
aside, together they have become worthless; there 
is no one who shows kindness, there is not even 
one.’”

There Is A Price To Pay

There is a price to pay for sin, for failing to live in 
the way God has ordained for mankind.  Jesus said 
in John 8:24 “I told you that you would die in your 
sins, for you will die in your sins unless you believe 
that I Am.”  In Luke 16:19-31, Jesus describes a 
man who was uncaring and unsympathetic to the 
plight of those around him, and who then died.  He 
is described as being in Hades and is even quoted 
as saying, “I am in torment in these flames.”

In 2 Thessalonians 1, verses 8 and 9, Paul promises 
that the Lord Jesus will inflict “vengeance on 
those who do not know God and on those who 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  These 
will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, 
separated from the presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of his might..”  Some have difficulty 
accepting that the punishment for sin would be 
a place of torment, but that is what the Scripture 
says.  Whether the flames mentioned in the Bible 
are literal or symbolic, it signifies something 
unbelievably horrid, something from which to flee, 
into the arms of a loving, redemptive God.  As for 
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that place of punishment, Jesus said in Matthew 
25:41, “You that are accursed, depart from me 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.”  It is a place not originally intended for 
mankind, but for the devil and his demons. God 
does not want for you to go there!

Why Would God Let You Into Heaven?

When asked the question,  “Why do you think God 
would let you into heaven?”, many say, “Because 
I am a good person.”  The above verses stand in 
stark disagreement with such a response.  When 
judged by the standard of love that God intends 
for humanity, none can pass the test, for we have 
all inherited sin from our forefather Adam.  We 
all stand condemned when we attempt to prove 
ourselves worthy before a holy God.  Some would 
say, “Sure I have done some bad things, but look 
at all the good I have done.”  That’s like saying, 
“Sure I stole some money, but I gave part of it to the 
Church.”  James says, “Whoever keeps the whole 
law but fails in one point has become accountable 
for all of it.”   (James 2:10)  In other words, if you 
break the law, you break the law. There is a price 
to pay. 

But praise God, there is hope!   There is a provision 
for us, that we may come under the blessing of a 
loving Redeemer.  Jesus declared, “I have come 
that they may have life, and life abundantly.”  
(John 10:10)  In Matthew 20:28 he also stated, “The 
Son of man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.”  Jesus, 
whom Paul acknowledged as without sin, “was 
made to become sin for us, that we might become 
the righteousness of God.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21)  
As Jesus bore witness in John 3:16, “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.”  He died on the cross to 
take the punishment for our sins, so that when 
we trust in Him and His redemptive work, God 

considers us righteous because of that faith.

The Gospel is summarized in Romans 1:16,17.  “I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the 
power of God for the salvation of everyone who 
believes: First for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
For in the Gospel a righteousness from God is 
revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first 
to last, just as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live 
by faith.’”  That is the message of Paul in Romans 
3:23-26:  “Since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God, they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice 
of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.  
He did this to show his own righteousness, because 
in his divine forbearance he had passed over the 
sins previously committed; it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he 
justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.”

When it says “he justifies” it means that he, God, 
considers righteous the person who has faith in 
Jesus and his redemptive sacrifice on the cross. 
Our righteous standing with God is based on 
THAT ALONE, and not on any works of our own. 
Even that faith to believe is not the product of our 
own initiative, but of God’s.  Jesus said in Matthew 
11:27,28,  “All things have been handed over to me 
by my Father; and no one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him.”  He also said, “No one can come to 
me unless he is drawn by the Father who sent me; 
and I will raise him up on the last day.” John 6;44.

Paul explains it clearly in Ephesians 2:8-10: “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God--not the 
result of works so that no one may boast. For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
to be our way of life.”
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Agreeing With God

First, we need to agree with God about sin. 
The things God defines as sinful, upon close 
examination, are things that diminish and 
destroy the human character.  They are actions 
and thinking that are below the righteous 
standard God expects of us.  When we commit 
sexual sin, we have debased ourselves from 
the standard of committed love between two 
individuals of opposite gender.  The human 
representation of the commitment between 
Christ and the Church is fouled.  The stability of 
a relationship which will procreate and nurture 
children is lost.

When we become intoxicated with alcohol or 
drugs, we foul the clarity of mind God desires 
for us so we can think clearly and avoid the 
pitfalls of life.  When we speak obscenely, we 
diminish the virtue of ourselves and those who 
hear us, fouling our spirits and others.   This 
renders us incapable of communion with a 
loving God, in which is the highest level of 
personal satisfaction.  So you see, sins are 
destructive.  That is why God wants us to turn 
from them.  On the day of Pentecost, Peter told 
the crowd, “Repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your 
sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38

To repent means to change our way of thinking 
and feeling about something.  We were heading 
in the wrong direction.  We come to understand 
that.  We turn and head in the right direction, in 
our thinking and affections.  In this case, we were 
living in a way that insults God and destroys 
us. We agree with God, ask His forgiveness, 
trust in the sacrifice of Jesus as the payment 
for our sins, and seek God’s power to live in a 
way that pleases Him.  We ask Him to send the 
Holy Spirit to take up residence on our hearts 

and make us into a temple for the Living God.  
When that happens, Jesus says we then possess 
eternal life.  “I tell you the truth, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me, has 
eternal life and will not be condemned; he has 
crossed over from death to life.”  (John 5:24)

When this happens, something truly marvelous 
takes place: You become a new creation!  Paul 
writes in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone, the new has come!”  You then 
enter into a relationship with God that opens a 
whole new life and a vast realm of possibilities 
you formerly could not claim.  You have then 
embarked on a life of ongoing growth into the 
very character of the Living God.

A Prayer Of Repentance and Salvation

I invite you to pray this prayer with me: “Father 
God, I see that you are a holy, loving God and 
that I have sinned against you and myself by 
walking in a way that displeases you.  I trust in 
what Jesus Christ did when he died on the cross 
to purchase my salvation.  I ask you to forgive 
my sins, based on what Jesus did for me and not 
based on my own goodness.  Cleanse me by the 
power of His shed blood and come dwell in me 
by your precious Holy Spirit.  By the power of 
the Holy Spirit, enable me to live in a way that 
pleases you.  In Jesus name I pray.   Amen.”

If you have prayed that prayer, or would like to 
support this effort, please write to:

Jerry J. Mercer
P. O. Box 7238

Auburn, CA 95604

or email: one@witnessforjesus.com


